
 
 

Topic:   

Text:   

Sermon Notes 

What Must I Do to be Saved? 

HEAR the Gospel of Christ: Rom. 1:16; 10:17 
BELIEVE in Jesus: John 8:24 
REPENT of your sins: Luke 13:3; Acts 3:19; 17:30 
CONFESS your faith in Jesus Christ: Matt. 10:32; Rom. 10:9-10 
BE BAPTIZED for the forgiveness of sins: Acts 2:38; 22:16 
REMAIN FAITHFUL until death: Rev. 2:10 

The Messenger 

                             Sunday  
Bible Class.………………………..10 a.m. 
Worship …………………………...11 a.m. 

                          Wednesday 
Bible Study …………………...7:00 p.m. 
Prayer Meeting (Last Wed. each month @ 7 pm) 

Schedule of Services 

WELCOME VISITING FRIENDS 
If you are one of our visitors today, please know that we are indeed hon-

ored to have you.  If you are a member of the Lord’s body, thanks for 
choosing to worship with us today. If you are not a  member of the 
Lord’s church, we would be happy to meet with you and discuss how 

one becomes a member of the church which we read  about in the New 
Testament.  We aim to speak as they spoke and do as they did.  We also 

offer a free Bible correspondence course which can be mailed to you.  
Or, someone would be glad to meet with you for a one-on-one Bible 
Study.   You can indicate your desire on a visitor’s card and place it in 

the collection tray.  

Southland Area Church of Christ  
Address: 

Eisenhower Community and Fitness Center, 2550 178th St, Lansing, Illinois 60438 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 1009, Homewood, IL 60430 

Minister: Robert Webster : (708) 752-5589 (robster67@gmail.com) 

Secretary: Sis. Erica Dockens –312-399-4958 (efdockens@yahoo.com) 

“This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is 
no darkness at all.”  I John 1:5 
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Food for Thought 

 
“THE MORE THINGS CHANGE…!” (R. Webster) 

 
I’m not sure of the origin of this proverb, but it is certainly one of the truisms of life.  It 
means that the more things appear to change, the more they fundamentally remain the 
same.  It is like watching wave after wave coming in on the shore, changing its form 
constantly but is generally the same since the beginning of time.  Older folks like to rem-
inisce about the good old days.  There is no doubt that a lot has changed since, as a 
matter of fact, each generation has seen some monumental changes in our lives and life-
style and environment.  Many of these changes have been great for humanity while oth-
ers have done nothing but to erode our sense of worth. 
The basic nature of man has been tainted by sin. Therefore, this would make any attempt 
for him to change, other than by Jesus Christ, merely cosmetic.  As a result, the constant 
call for more policing on the streets, educate more people, train more counsellors, more 
psychiatrist, install more public video cameras, enact more laws will continue to be fu-
tile endeavors.  The threat of being incarcerated for life or even being sentenced to death 
is to serve as a deterrent to crime will continue to have little or no effect.  We have done 
all these and more only to find that the more things change, the more they remain the 
same. We have more conflicts domestically and globally than ever before.  Paranoia is 
fast becoming a way of life as we move about.  Let me put it as bluntly as I can, unless 
we are transformed by the renewing of our minds by the life-changing gospel of Jesus 
Christ, we will continue to find that the more things change…the more they remain the 
same!   
We have a natural inclination to sin.    We were never really taught to lie or be selfish 
growing up, but we learned them naturally.  Sin controls our mind and thoughts very 
much like drunkenness controls a person’s body.  However, Paul says, “Do not be 
drunk with wine wherein is excess but be filled with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18).  We are 
prompted or urged to do what is right when the Spirit of God lives in us.  Again, we are 
reminded by the apostle that “… those who live according to the flesh set their minds on 
the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spir-
it” (Rom. 8:5).  Without this spiritual transformation that comes from the Spirit of God, 
we will be like "A dog returning to his own vomit," and, "a sow, having washed, to her 
wallowing in the mire” (II Pet. 2:20-22). 
Does this mean that once we become Christians we no longer are inclined to sin?  No!  
What it does mean is that we now have the Holy Spirit of God as our aid to battle 
against the flesh.  I John 3:6 says, “Whoever abides in Him does not sin” or keeps on 
sinning. All this is made possible by our Savior’s death on the cross.  “He himself bore 
our sins in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteous-
ness…” (1 Peter 2:24).  Until we all abandon our stubborn will and embrace His plan 
for our lives, we will only find that the more things change…the more they remain the 
same! 
 

Next Sunday only, we will be worshipping at 

the Markham Park District. Gymnasium.  

The address is 16053 Richmond Ave, 

Markham, Illinois.  Sunday School starts at 

10 am and worship at 11 am. 

 

We need volunteers to teach Sunday School.  

If interested, please see Sis. Webster. 

 

Sisters Carter and Webster will be attending 

the 34th Annual Ladies Lectureship Retreat 

in San Antonio, Texas, this week, April 18-

21, 2019.  Please keep them in your prayers. 

 

Please read the booklets for both Sunday 

morning and Wednesday Bible Class.  These 

provide valuable information that you cannot 

afford to miss. 

 

If you did not see your birthday or anniver-

sary mentioned in the bulletin, please let Sis. 

Erica Dockens know. 

 

We have a Suggestions/Comments Box 

placed on the table at the back.   

 

Prayers needed:  Sis. Ursula Ware, 

Laurene Cunningham, Sis. Sandra 

Mutlab, Sis. Erica Dokens, Sis. Doris Davis, 

Bro. Robert Davis, Bro. Craig Conner . 

 

Our College Students 
Paris Mickles -SIU 

Darren Jackson –SIU 

Bria Gamble  Illinois State 

College Graduate:  

Denee Webster U of I (Urbana/Champaign) 

graduates on May 11, 2019 

 

Out of Town:  Sis. Erika Williams, Sis. An-

gela Williams and Sis. Mutlab. 

Announcements 

Order of Service 

Song  

Announcement 

Song  

Opening Prayer 

Song 

Scripture Reading 

Song 

Sermon 

Song 

Lord’s Supper 

Offering 

Song 

Closing Prayer 

Last Week’s  Record 

Sun. AM    Class    26 

Sun. AM Worship  51 

       Contribution    $3095 

Wed. Bible Class    9 

 
 

Birthdays this Week 

Sis. LeAisha Miklosik—14th 

Sis. Diane Bridges– 17th 

Bro. E. J. Taylor– 17th    

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Peter%202.24

