
 
 

Topic:   

Text:   

Sermon Notes 

What Must I Do to be Saved? 

HEAR the Gospel of Christ: Rom. 1:16; 10:17 
BELIEVE in Jesus: John 8:24 
REPENT of your sins: Luke 13:3; Acts 3:19; 17:30 
CONFESS your faith in Jesus Christ: Matt. 10:32; Rom. 10:9-10 
BE BAPTIZED for the forgiveness of sins: Acts 2:38; 22:16 
REMAIN FAITHFUL until death: Rev. 2:10 

The Messenger 

                             Sunday  
Bible Class.………………………..10 a.m. 
Worship …………………………...11 a.m. 

                          Wednesday 
Bible Study …………………...7:00 p.m. 
Prayer Meeting (Last Wed. each month @ 7 pm) 

Schedule of Services 

WELCOME VISITING FRIENDS 
If you are one of our visitors today, please know that we are indeed hon-

ored to have you.  If you are a member of the Lord’s body, thanks for 
choosing to worship with us today. If you are not a  member of the 
Lord’s church, we would be happy to meet with you and discuss how 

one becomes a member of the church which we read  about in the New 
Testament.  We aim to speak as they spoke and do as they did.  We also 

offer a free Bible correspondence course which can be mailed to you.  
Or, someone would be glad to meet with you for a one-on-one Bible 
Study.   You can indicate your desire on a visitor’s card and place it in 

the collection tray.  

Southland Area Church of Christ  
www.southlandareacoc.com 

Address: 

Eisenhower Community and Fitness Center, 2550 178th St, Lansing, Illinois 60438 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 1009, Homewood, IL 60430 

Minister: Robert Webster : (708) 752-5589 (robster67@gmail.com) 

Secretary: Sis. Erica Dockens –312-399-4958 (efdockens@yahoo.com) 

“This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is 
no darkness at all.”  I John 1:5 
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Food for Thought 

 
Have You Filed For Bankruptcy? – R. Webster 

The year 2007 ushered in one of the worst global financial crisis since the great depression that 

started in 1929.  This led to many organizations, mainly financial, filing for bankruptcy.  Some 

were liquidated and some were acquired by other institutions.  How can we forget financial gi-

ants like Lehman brothers, Merrill Lynch, Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac or auto companies like 

Ford, Chrysler and GM who all had to be bailed out? 

A debtor can have at least part of his debt discharged (or written off) by the court.  This has led 

to some people filing for bankruptcy as a way of escaping their debt obligation.  Not so in Bible 

times!  One who shirked his debt responsibility was liable to have his property seized (Neh. 5:3-

4; Psa. 109:11) or even his children (Exo. 21:7-11; II Kgs. 4:1-7; Neh. 5:5; Job 24:9).  The sei-

zure would remain in place until sufficient payment was made.  If the debtor was still not able to 

pay, he himself could be sold into slavery (Lev. 25:39-43) or even imprisoned (Luke 12:58-59).   

Spiritually speaking, every follower of Christ had to declare his spiritual indebtedness and ina-

bility to repay that debt incurred by sin.  We have nothing with which to compensate.  Isa. 64:6 

“…all our righteous acts are like filthy rags.”  Our earthly achievements only serve to com-

pound the recognition of this fact.  A stern warning was issued to the church in Laodicea in Rev. 

3 regarding their wealth.  In v. 16-17, Jesus says, “I will vomit you out of my mouth, Because 

you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing’—and do not know that you 

are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked.” Paul warned the Galatians in Gal. 6:3, that 

“…if anyone thinks he is something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself.”  Therefore, until 

we confess that we are insolvent and do not have what is needed to save ourselves, we simply 

are not ready to follow Him.  Jesus said, “If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, 

and take up his cross and follow me.”  (Matt. 16:24).  Paul had some notable achievements 

while he was a follower of the Law of Moses (Phil. 3:4-6), he was thoroughly trained having sat 

at Gamaliel’s feet (Acts 22:3).   Notwithstanding these things, it was in light of his need for 

Christ, that Paul declared them “as rubbish” Phil. 3:8).  His spiritually impoverished state led 

him to confess “I was a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained mer-

cy…” (I Tim. 1:13).  Mercy is what every bankrupt and indebted person needs.   

What unspeakable joy there is in knowing that while we owed a debt that we could not pay, Je-

sus, our Savior and Friend,  paid it all on the cross of Calvary! 

We have an improved website with a new address: 

www.southlandareacoc.com. While we are still 

working on it, everyone can go check it out in the 

and send your feedback to Bro. Webster at rob-

ster67@gmail.com or 708-752-5589.  

 

The Shaws have moved back to Houston, Texas 

successfully.  Let’s pray that their faithfulness will 

grow even stronger in the Lord. 

 

To God be the glory, our congregation has now 

been determined to be a 501(c) 3 organization by 

the IRS.  This affords us several opportunities es-

pecially as we fine tune our plans to acquire a 

worship facility.   Fervent prayers are needed! 

 

We need volunteers to teach Sunday School.  If 

interested, please see Sis. Webster. 

 

If you will not be in attendance and still wish to 
give your offering, you can do so using Paypal 
on the church’s website (on the “Giving” page).  
Sign into your Paypal account, click send and 
then type in the church’s email address: 
“slacoc2018@gmail.com.” 
 

If you did not see your birthday or anniversary 

mentioned in the bulletin, please let Sis. Erica 

Dockens know. 

 

Prayers needed:  Sis. Ursula Ware, Sis. 

Laurene Cunningham, Sis. Sandra Mutlab, Sis. 

Herschenia Brown, Sis. Doris Davis, Bro. Robert 

Davis, Bro. Craig Conner. 

 

Our College Students 

Paris Mickles -SIU 

Darren Jackson –SIU 

Bria Gamble  Illinois State 

 

College Graduate:  

Denee Webster U of I (Urbana/Champaign) 

graduates this  Sat. May 11, 2019 

 

Out of Town:  Sis. Helen McGee will be away 

Have a Prayer Request?? 
Besides walking forward, you may also write it 
on the back of the  visitor’s card and give it one 
of the brothers serving. 

Announcements 

Order of Service 

Song  

Announcement 

Song  

Opening Prayer 

Song 

Scripture Reading 

Song 

Sermon 

Song 

Lord’s Supper 

Offering 

Song 

Closing Prayer 

Last Week’s  Record 

Sun. AM    Class    25 

Sun. AM Worship  53 

       Contribution    $2149.80 

Wed. Bible Class    15 

No birthdays nor anniversaries this week 


