
 

 

Topic:  Cling To That Which is Good! 

Text:   

Sermon Notes 

What Must I Do to be Saved? 

HEAR the Gospel of Christ: Rom. 1:16; 10:17 
BELIEVE in Jesus: John 8:24 
REPENT of your sins: Luke 13:3; Acts 3:19; 17:30 
CONFESS your faith in Jesus Christ: Matt. 10:32; Rom. 10:9-10 
BE BAPTIZED for the forgiveness of sins: Acts 2:38; 22:16 
REMAIN FAITHFUL until death: Rev. 2:10 

The Messenger 

                             Sunday  
Bible Class.………………………..10 a.m. 
Worship …………………………...11 a.m. 

                           
Wednesday 

Bible Study …………………...7:00 p.m. 

Schedule of Services 

WELCOME VISITING FRIENDS 
If you are one of our visitors today, please know that we are indeed hon-

ored to have you.  If you are a member of the Lord’s body, thanks for 
choosing to worship with us today. If you are not a  member of the 
Lord’s church, we would be happy to meet with you and discuss how 

one becomes a member of the church which we read  about in the New 
Testament.  We aim to speak as they spoke and do as they did.  We also 

offer a free Bible correspondence course which can be mailed to you.  
Or, someone would be glad to meet with you for a one-on-one Bible 
Study.   You can indicate your desire on a visitor’s card and place it in 

the collection tray.  

Southland Area Church of Christ  
Address: 

Eisenhower Community and Fitness Center, 2550 178th St, Lansing, Illinois 60438 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 1009, Homewood, IL 60430 

Minister: Robert Webster : (708) 752-5589 (robster67@gmail.com) 

Secretary: Sis. Erika Dockens –312-399-4958 (efdockens@yahoo.com) 

“This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is 
no darkness at all.”  I John 1:5 

Volume 1                                                January 27, 2019                                              Issue 4 



Keep Your Fork!  (Mike Riley – submitted by R. Webster) 
 

There was a woman who had been diagnosed with a terminal illness and had been given 

three months to live. As she was getting her things “in order”, she contacted her preacher 

and asked him if he would come to her house to discuss certain aspects of her final wishes. 

She told him which songs she wanted sung at the service, what scriptures she would like 

read and what clothing she wanted to be buried in. The woman also requested to be buried 

with her favorite Bible. Everything was in order and the preacher was preparing to leave, 

when the woman suddenly remembered something very important. “There’s one more 

thing”, she said excitedly. “What’s that?” came the preacher’s reply. She told him, “This is 

something very important, I want to be buried with a fork in my right hand”. The preacher 

stood looking at the woman not knowing quite what to say. “That surprises you, doesn’t 

it?”, the woman asked. “Well, to be honest I’m puzzled by the request,” said the preacher. 

The woman explained, “In all my years of attending church potluck dinners, I always re-

member that when the dishes of the main course were being cleared, someone would inevita-

bly lean over and say, “Keep your fork”. It was my favorite part of the dinner because l 

knew that something “better” was coming …. like velvety chocolate cake or deep-dish apple 

pie – something wonderful, and with substance! So, I just want people to see me there in that 

casket with a fork in my hand and I want them to wonder, “What’s with the fork?” Then I 

want you to tell them, “Keep your fork – the best is yet to come”. The preacher’s eyes welled 

up with tears of joy as he hugged the woman good-bye. He knew this would be one of the 

last times he would see her before her death, but he also knew that the woman had a better 

grasp of heaven than maybe he did because she knew that something “better” was coming.  

 

At the funeral, the woman’s many friends were walking by her casket and they saw the pret-

ty dress she was wearing, her favorite Bible and the fork placed in her right hand. Over and 

over, the preacher heard the question, “what’s with the fork?” And over and over he simply 

smiled. As he spoke the eulogy, the preacher told those in attendance of the conversation he 

had with the woman shortly before she died. He also told them how he could not stop think-

ing about the fork and said they probably would not be able to stop thinking about it either. 

He was right.  

 

So, the next time you reach down for your fork, let it remind you, oh so gently, that spiritual-

ly speaking, the “best” is yet to come (Heb. 11:16; 13:14; cf. Eph. 2:6; Col. 3:1; Phil. 3:20; 1 

Pet. 1:4). 

Food for Thought 

The 34th Annual CoC Ladies Lectureship 
Retreat will be held in San Antonio, Texas 
under the theme  “Christian Women: Serving 
A Mighty Powerful God.”  Date: April 18-
21, 2019.  Sis. Webster and Carter have al-
ready registered to go. See more info at: 
www.ladieslectureshipretreat.org/event   
 
National Churches of Christ lectureship, 
March 10-14, 2019 in Tinley Park.   Go to 
www.ncocl.net for more information. 
 
Our Wednesday evening Bible Class will be 
held here at the Lansing Center from 7 to 8 
pm.  However, because of the weather fore-
cast, this week’s Bible class is tentative.  You 
will be emailed or texted. 
 
Contribution statements have already begun 
to be sent out via email and printed copies.   
 
We need volunteers to take the Communion 
to Sis. Ursula Ware who lives in Hazel Crest.  
If you’re interested please see Bro. Webster. 
 
We have a Suggestions/Comments Box 
placed on the table at the back.   
 

Prayers Needed 

Sis. Vivian Simmons was hospitalized this 
past week due to a chronic nose bleed. 
Bruce Oliver, a friend of the Gamble & Cun-
ningham families, Sis. Ursula Ware (shut-in),  
Debra Ellis, Sandra Mutleb, Doris Davis, 
Brennen Davis, Kenneth Ware III, Clarence 
Harley. 
 
Members out of town:    
Clarence Harley.  Bro. Julian Rice has relo-
cated to Wisconsin and will be placing his 
membership with the local congregation 
there. 
 

Our College Students 
Paris Mickles -SIU 

Darren Jackson –SIU 

Bria Gamble  Illinois State 

Denee Webster U of I (Urbana/Champagne) 

 
 
 

 

Bria Gamble—Wed. 30th  
 
Christopher Anderson— Thurs. 31st 

Announcements 

Order of Service 

Song  

Announcement 

Song  

Opening Prayer 

Song 

Scripture Reading 

Song 

Sermon 

Song 

Lord’s Supper 

Offering 

Song 

Closing Prayer 

Last Week’s  Record 

Sun. AM    Class      24 

Sun. AM Worship    52 

       Contribution    $1440 

Wed. Bible Class  8 

https://gewatkins.net/tag/attendance/
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Heb%2011.16
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Heb%2013.14
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Eph%202.6
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Col%203.1
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Phil%203.20
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Pet%201.4
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Pet%201.4
https://www.ladieslectureshipretreat.org/event

